The goal of this ''handbook,'' as declared by Professor Hayat, the editor, is ''discussion of the procedures of immunohistochemistry (IHC) and in situ hybridization (ISH), including fluorescent in situ hybridization (FISH), as they are used in the field of pathology especially cancer diagnosis.'' Volume 1 includes a series of ''methods'' chapters and then addresses these techniques in relation to lung cancer and breast cancer. It encompasses more than 40 chapters and runs to in excess of 500 pages, scarcely a handbook in any sense of the term. Compendium would be more appropriate, especially as this is Volume 1 of 3 proposed volumes, all of similar size and format, totaling when complete approximately 1500 pages, a true ''tour de force.'' Volume 1, while edited by Professor Hayat, is a multidimensional multiauthor book, with approximately 100 contributors for the 43 chapters. The first 100 pages focus upon methods, covering, and comparing the utilization of IHC, ISH, and FISH, with the inclusion of quite detailed protocols and procedures. Microarrays, of both the tissue and the DNA varieties are discussed, along with laser microdissection, gene expression profiling, and polymerase chain reaction in this context. There follow 15 chapters relating to lung cancer, and a further 29 for breast cancer. Each of these chapters tends to be in the form of an individual research paper dealing with focused topic, for example, CD 10 in breast cancer or MDM2 in lung cancer. As such this handbook has much more value for those involved in, or interested in, research aspects of these techniques and these cancers, than for pathologists whose primary use of IHC or ISH is in the day-to-day diagnosis of cancer. To put it another way, this handbook is of unparalleled value as a reference book and should be on the shelf of all serious investigators in the field, and in the library, but it is of limited use in routine anatomic pathology practice, because the key diagnostic criteria are not emphasized and indeed are lost within the huge amount of highly detailed information that is provided. I have enjoyed access to this work during the course of writing this brief review, and it has found good use in our research laboratories for graduate students and some research orientated residents, and faculty, but I will confess to not having read it all, and probably never will read it all. It is not that sort of handbook. Its value lies in having an immediate reference source at hand, replete with bibliography, for a particular research project, or occasionally for a particularly difficult clinical issue. In these areas, there are simply no competitors in print; its only competition is the ''internet,'' and here the searching and organization has been done for you.
